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From the gospel of Luke: H

NMany have undertake,]
account of the things that have been

fulfiled among us, just as they were

handed down to us by those who from the
first were eyewitnesses and servants of

the word. Therefore, since | myself have
carefully investigated everything from the
beginning, it seemed good also to me to
write an orderly acc:

Luke 1:1-4




A The information gap
A A few statistics
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Who are these people?



http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f5/Harris.jpg
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A DAVID LIVINGSTONE;

19t century Scottish missionary-explorer
to southern Africa; fought the slave trade

A MARY SLESSOR

Missionary to Nigeria: planted churches,
started schools, fought infanticide and
other traditional practices

A JOHANN LUDWIG KRAPF:

Pioneer missionary to East Africa; early
Bible translator.




& A WILLIAM WADE HARRIS:

West African prophet who baptized over
100,000 people in 18 months in Liberia.
Ghana, and Cl!te dol voj]

A SIMON KIMBANGU:

Died in prison after a five month ministry of
evangelism and miraculous healings;
founded one of the largest independent
churches in Central Africa

A KIMPA VITA:

Prophet and leader of one of the earliest
independent church movements (16t
century); burned at the stake.
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Wh at we have \%

£.% While these pioneers planted
the seeds of Christianity on
African soll, they had little
Impact on the growth of the
church. And yet they are well
known because reference
books document the work of the

Western missionaries in
Africa.
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In contrast, many of these ',
same reference works do el =
not mention pioneer African 2
church leaders and é\ |
founders such as these
whose ministries yielded oy
astounding fruit in the birth —
and growth of the African X
church.
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D New Center of Gravity

A Contrary to the -
Western church 400m
which plateaued or
declined in Europe  =- Milions of
and the U.S.A. during ° Chistians
the 20t century, the
Christian church in 1
Africa grew at an T

astounding rate.
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H 8.8 million
B 424 million

A During the 20t century, the number of

African Christians exploded
I from 8.8 million in 1900

E I to 424 million in 2008.
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® A In 1900 there were 4 times more Muslims
In Africa than Christians.

A By 2001 this demographic was reversed.
Africaodos popul ati on w

u41.3% Muslims
U 48.4% Christians
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¥ The Information Gap

Despite
Vthe decline of the Western church AND
Vthe growth of the African church

U Few people are aware of the
astonishing transformation taking
place within world Christianity.
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AMost of the key African church fathers and
mothers left no written record of their lives.

AThe available stories are inaccessible to
most because they are oral.

Why this Gap?




, The Result?
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U Editors of reference works and professors
of churchhistorydonot have 1 n
on the pioneers of African Christianity.

U African institutions do not have adequate
tools to teach the history of Christianity on
the African continent.
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> Cycle of Misinformation

Lack of historical data on the African church

V

Few understand the importance of the African
church in World Christianity
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4 Response to the

Information Gap

AIn 1995, a consultation
at the Overseas —y
Ministries Study Center # =
discussed the need for [
fan internafEE i
dictionary of non-
Western biolkes
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The major outcome was
an announcement of
plans to create a

Dictionary of African
Christian Biography

1 www.DACB.org
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The DACB Vision

By Dr. Jonathan Bonk, Founding
Director :

N T Dectionary of African Christian
Biography: A Proposal for
Revising Ecclesiastical Maps." *
(1999)

Title of article in Missiology: An International Review, Vol.
XXVII, No. 1 (January 1999), pp. 71-83
K'Y






The challenge
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A The DACB challenge is to create a
memory base of African church
history, written for Africans, by
Africans, and available to Africans
and African institutions at no cost.

il
H -, "‘;

]

.I l,.




W\ ‘W
4 accessibility

To reach as many people as possible,the
DACB was designed as an electronic
database:

I free access online (no subscription fees)

I distributed on CD-ROM to African institutions
free of charge.
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A The DACB documents
the history of the
church in Africa from
the time of Christ to
t he present




Geography

Aédover t|
entire
continent.

_——— | 75-95% Christians
in 2000




